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This is a summary of the basis for the provision of double accessible handrails at K-5 and K-8 
schools for facilities primarily for use by children. 
 
The basis for the double handrail at K-5 and K-8 schools is to accommodate both adult sizes and 
reach range, and children’s sizes and reach range.  The 27” height for top the children’s handrail 
was a PPS standard prior to the 2009 ADA assessment.  The 27” height was based on the draft form 
of ADA standards for children in circulation in the late 1990’s during the time the PPS standards 
were being modified to incorporate children’s smaller size and reach range.  The 2010 ADA 
Standards for Accessible Design include dimensions for both adults and children’s reach ranges.  
The 27” top of children’s handrail height still works to meet current 2010 ADA, and previous appeal 
clarification B-19 #2 with City of Portland to apply the children’s reach range for the 9-12 age group 
consistently to elementary schools. 
 
The excerpts below from the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design illustrate the children’s 
handrail height.  The handrail maximum height is an advisory recommendation rather than a 
requirement such as the grab bar height.  However, providing a double handrail in K-5 and K-8 
schools where it will be used regularly by children without assistance by family or other adult is in 
the spirit of the law.   
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